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ABSTRACT

The interpretation of the Ahn Yongbok Incident has been a divisive issue between
Korea and Japan. This study is an investigation into the significance and consequences of
the Ahn Yongbok Incident based on both Korean and Japanese historical accounts.

In the spring of 1693 (the 19th year of the reign of King Sukjong) Ahn Yongbok and his
cohort went fishing in the abundant waters of the island Ulleungdo. Certain Japanese
boatmen from the Oya family of the Tottori domain had gone fishing there as well, and the
Koreans Ahn Yongbok and Pak Eodun were both apprehended and taken to Tottori, Japan
for questioning. This was the first time Ahn Yongbok is recorded as having gone to Japan.
At that time the Oya and Murakawa families had been granted permission from the
Shougunate at Edo to travel across the waters to Ulleungdo, which they called Takeshima
island.

On the way to Tottori, Ahn Yongbok and his associate were also investigated by
officials from Oki domain. They interrogated the Koreans as to their identities and their
reasons for going to Ulleungdo. All of the identity certificates of the Koreans were recorded.
When the Koreans arrived at Tottori, they were again interrogated.

Ahn Yongbok’s treatment by the officials of Tottori province at Tottori domain were
recorded into the Hikaechou or Goyounin-niki records. According to these records, the
Tottori officials, through urgent communications requested the Edo government to take
measures to prevent Koreans from going to Ulleungdo any further. The Shougunate
government approved this request, and ordered the Tottori officials to send Ahn Yongbok to
the Nagasaki magistrate’s office (bugyousho) so that he can be sent back to Korea. This is
the version of the incident that is widely held in Japan today.

According to Shin Yongha who is a Korean representative researcher of the

Dokdo issue, the governor of Houki province sent Ahn Yonghbok to the Shougunate at Edo.



After questioning Ahn Yongbok, the Shougunate ordered the governor of Houki to certify
that “Ulleungdo is not Japanese territory,” and then sent Ahn Yonghok back to Korea via
Nagasaki and Tsushima. The author of this study has carefully examined the Japanese
documents and has concluded that this version of events is not correct.

On his return to Korea, Ahn Yongbok was interrogated at Nagasaki and Tsushima.
Records there show that Ahn Yongbok said that he saw what Koreans today call Dokdo
Island. At that time, the Oya and Murakawa families both sent their boats out to Takeshima
(Ulleungdo) occasionally, and Matsushima (Dokdo) would be as a signpost for the way
there; they would even do a bit of fishing there.

The Ahn Yongbok incident was the starting point for diplomatic negotiations
surrounding territorial rights to Ulleungdo between the Korean government and Tsushima
domain, which the Japanese refer to as “The Takeshima Affair” (Takeshima Ikken). Before
these diplomatic negotiations, Tsushima had surveyed Ulleungdo. There is one document in
the surveys worth noting in connection with this study. There was said to be an island
called Burunsemi, which could be faintly seen from the northeastern part of Ulleungdo.
This matches up with Ahn Yonghok's testimony. He said that he himself had never been
there, but that there was a large island off the northeastern part of Ulleungdo called Usando.
This island is in a slightly different direction from Dokdo, but this is what Tagawa Kouzou,
former Japanese government consultant on Takeshima, interpreted as being “Liancourt
Rocks” (Dokdo).

Thus, there were many things in Ahn Yongbok’s testimony worth noting. To what
extent this testimony played an important role in the negotiations on the Takeshima affair
the author determines by examining the historical documents from both countries. It
becomes clear that Ahn Yongbok's testimony was a factor in the modification of the Korean
government’s stance toward Japan. Until that point the government, in order to avoid
friction, responded as though Takeshima and Ulleungdo were 2 different islands. But as

negotiations continued, the government changed its former position, citing relevant parts of



Ahn Yongbok’s testimony, and insisted firmly that Takeshima was Ulleungdo and therefore
Korean territory. This brought Korean talks with Tsushima to a halt, and the Japanese side
also changed their position. By 1696, it had become clear to the Shogunate government, by
their own investigations, that Takeshima did not belong to the Tottori domain, and the
Shougunate prohibited Japanese persons from traveling there. Here the ambitions of
Tsushima domain were capped.

Immediately after, Ahn Yongbok went to Japan for the second time. According to his
statement, he met with the Japanese again. He not only chased the Japanese from
Ulleungdo but chased them to Matsushima and rebuked them saying, “Matushima is really
Jasando island, which is Korean territory, but you dare to even live there?”

But in 1696 there is no record in Japan of Japanese fishermen crossing to Ulleungdo.
Also there is no record whatsoever that Ahn Yongbok met with Japanese people in the
documents of the Murakami family which contains the interrogation Ahn Yongbok
received at Oki province. Yet in the same documents it could be said that Ahn Yongbok’s
testimony is faithfully recorded, so one may conclude that Ahn Yongbok did not meet any
Japanese, since there is no record of it.

However, in the preceding year 1695, there is a possibility that Ahn Yongbok met
Japanese people. According to a report that the Tottori domain submitted to the
Shougumate, “Takeshima Records (Kakitsuke),” Japanese fishermen met Koreans in 1695.
Whether Ahn Yongbok was among these Koreans is not verified. The author thinks that
Ahn Yongbok’s motive for making this second trip to Japan is because of his earlier
encounters with the Japanese before. Perhaps Ahn Yongbok had seen with his own eyes the
Japanese fishing off Ulleungdo and felt indignant; add to this the rancor built up from the
inhospitable treatment he had received two years before in Tsushima domain. He then
perhaps had resolved to go to Japan, in spite of knowing what a serious crime it was to cross
over in order to lodge a complaint - insisting that Ulleungdo and Jasando belong to Korea.

Key Words : Dokdo, Takeshima, Matsushima, Territory, Ahn Yongbok, Tottori
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